
4-years PhD fellowship in marine plankton ecology

The Tvärminne Zoological Station of the University of Helsinki (https://www.helsinki.fi/en/research-
stations/tvarminne-zoological-station)  invites  applications  for  a  4-years  PhD  fellowship  in  marine
plankton ecology, funded by the Walter and Andrée de Nottbeck Foundation. 

The  position  will  be  based  within  a  dynamically  developing  team  led  by  new  Assistant  Professor
Aleksandra Lewandowska working on the impact of climate change on marine plankton biodiversity.
We use different approaches including field studies, laboratory experiments and statistical modeling to
understand the dynamics of interacting species and biodiversity patterns and how they affect ecosystem
processes.

The successful candidate will  combine experimental approaches and data analysis to study resource
competitive ability and stoichiometry of marine phytoplankton. The specific tasks include performing
bioassay and mesocosm experiments with marine microalage and meta-analysis of literature data. The
aim  of  the  project  is  to  understand  how  phytoplankton  traits  determining  nutrient  and  light
competition  depend  on  salinity  and  how  changing  community  structure  influence  elemental
composition in the field.

Applicants should hold a master degree in aquatic biology, ecology or related fields and have interest in
marine plankton diversity. Previous experience in working with phytoplankton and computer skills in
R  are  preferred.  Creativity,  independent  thinking  and  good  communication  skills  are  important
qualities.

The practical work will be carried out at the Tvärminne Zoological Station, University of Helsinki, on
the  southern  coast  of  Finland.  Marine  Research  at  the  station  focuses  on  the  biodiversity  and
functioning of the Baltic Sea ecosystems and the effects of climate change. The station offers access to
the state of the art research facilities and a vibrant international scientific environment.   

Applicants should submit a letter of interest, CV and contact details for two references in one pdf file to
Aleksandra  Lewandowska  (aleksandra.lewandowska@helsinki.fi).  Review  of  applicants  will  begin
immediately and the position will remain open until filled. The preferred starting date is May 2018, but
the exact date can be negotiated.

mailto:aleksandra.lewandowska@heslinki.fi

